
 
 

 
 

EYFS English Curriculum – Whole Year Overview 

Curriculum Intent 
The EYFS English curriculum develops children’s communication, language and early literacy through 
high-quality texts, stories, rhymes and purposeful talk. It focuses on oral language first, repeated 
exposure to texts and meaningful mark making. 

Whole-Year Overview 

Term EYFS Unit English Focus KS1 Link 

Autumn 1 All About Me Listening, 
speaking, 
emotional 
language 

Speaking in 
sentences 

Autumn 2 Celebrations & 
Traditions 

Story structure, 
past/present 
language 

Narrative & 
recount 

Spring 1 People Who Help 
Us 

Vocabulary, 
questioning, non-
fiction 

Non-fiction texts 

Spring 2 Animals & 
Habitats 

Description, 
information texts 

Science-linked 
writing 

Summer 1 Growing & 
Changing 

Sequencing, 
explanation 

Explanation & 
recount 

Summer 2 Our World & 
Beyond 

Vocabulary, 
discussion, 
transition 

Reading & writing 
readiness 

 
  



Autumn 1 – All About Me 

Core Texts 
• Owl Babies – Martin Waddell 
• The Colour Monster – Anna Llenas 
• Starting School – Janet & Allan Ahlberg 

Learning Objectives 
1. Listen attentively to short stories 
2. Respond to questions using words or gestures 
3. Use language to talk about feelings 
4. Share personal experiences 
5. Join in with repeated phrases 
6. Make marks with meaning 

Autumn 2 – Celebrations & Traditions 

Core Texts 
• Kipper’s Birthday – Mick Inkpen 
• Handa’s Surprise – Eileen Browne 
• Pumpkin Soup – Helen Cooper 

Learning Objectives 
1. Retell familiar stories in order 
2. Use story language (first, next, last) 
3. Talk about past events 
4. Listen and respond to others 
5. Join in repeated story patterns 
6. Mark make for a purpose 

Spring 1 – People Who Help Us 

Core Texts 
• Topsy and Tim Meet the Police 
• A Superhero Like You – Dr Ranj Singh 
• Simple non-fiction job texts 

Learning Objectives 
1. Use new vocabulary linked to jobs 
2. Ask simple questions 
3. Listen to non-fiction texts 
4. Talk about real-life experiences 
5. Respond to stories through role play 
6. Attempt writing marks and labels 

  



Spring 2 – Animals & Habitats 

Core Texts 
• Dear Zoo – Rod Campbell 
• The Gruffalo – Julia Donaldson 
• Animal information books 

Learning Objectives 
1. Describe animals using simple language 
2. Join in with repeated refrains 
3. Use vocabulary linked to habitats 
4. Retell stories using props 
5. Talk about information learned 
6. Create drawings and labels 

Summer 1 – Growing & Changing 

Core Texts 
• Jasper’s Beanstalk – Nick Butterworth 
• Oliver’s Vegetables – Vivian French 
• Life cycle texts 

Learning Objectives 
1. Sequence events in a story 
2. Talk about changes over time 
3. Use explanation language (because, so) 
4. Respond to information texts 
5. Share ideas clearly 
6. Write simple words or marks 

Summer 2 – Our World & Beyond 

Core Texts 
• Whatever Next! – Jill Murphy 
• Maisy Goes on a Plane – Lucy Cousins 
• Simple geography and space texts 

Learning Objectives 
1. Listen to longer stories 
2. Discuss stories and ideas 
3. Use vocabulary linked to the wider world 
4. Retell stories with confidence 
5. Attempt writing for meaning 
6. Prepare for KS1-style English lessons 


